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| am thrilled and very
appreciative to have been
appointed Principal of
Inverell High School. The
excellent reputation of the

school, its students and staff,

have been reinforced to me byand “Why did you apply for
everyone | have met since theinverell High?” | decided a

moment | arrived. | am
replacing a much loved and
respected Principal in Paul
Alliston and | can only aspire
to fill his shoes.

My education background
includes:

Katoomba High, where |
was year adviser and taught
students with intellectual
disabilities and learning
difficulties,

Chatham High in Taree

and Maths,

Asquith Girls High on
the outskirts of Sydney,
where | was Deputy Princips
and taught English.

| have qualifications in
Special Education and
Information Technology in
Education and in 2003 |
completed a Doctor of
Education at UNE with a
thesis on parent involveme
in education.

On a more personal level, |
am married (husband Chris
with five sons (Daniel,
David, Paul, Joel and Peter
| enjoy keeping fit (walking,
Curves, yoga), reading,
gardening, craft and travel.

People may ask, “Why did
you want to be Principal?”

few years ago that | wanted
to be a Principal as | believe
| have a number of skills an
qualifications that could be
used to make a difference td
students, how they feel aboU
school, about their capacity
to achieve and ultimately, the
results they accomplish. |
applied for the Principal’s
position at Inverell High
School because I really
wanted to work in a country
high school. Schools in
country towns are really

where | was Student Welfare supportive of each other in
Head Teacher, again teachingworking to achieve the best

students with intellectual
disabilities and learning
difficulties as well as English

results for students and to
give them every possible
opportunity to participate in
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education, be it in the
classroom, in performing
arts or in sports. When
students are happy and do
well, the town also feels
pride. When students need
some extra support, the
town is there and ready. |
have been in Inverell for
about three weeks and am
already very aware of the
strong relationships that
exist between the school
and the town.
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Inverell High School hosted its first Performingt#\night in Week 8
Term 1. 100 students were involved in 21 actgtstig the full
pouse of 300 people in the Welch Hall. Acts vafrean singers,
dctors, musicians and the Open League/Rugby baferming
nursery rhymes to the New Zealand hakka

The army reserve visited and spoke to interested students.
They were able to get up close to some very large equipmen

YEAR 9 ‘GET A JOB’ PROGRAM

All Year 9 had the pleasure to write to four local businesplpeegarding employer expectations and tips on gettjog.aStudents
also were able to start work on their resumes, and the ndthigtih Eagle Boy pizzas as lunch. Inverell High School dibké to
thank Mark Palmer (Gaukrogers), Chris Rogers (McDonalds}f Saunders (Best Employment) and Sandi O’'Donnell (@oBlius)
for giving up their valuable time and making this a success

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Specifically the YIC

Student leadership is alive and well at was government and committee meeting

Inverell High School. We recently established to provide an practice and procedure.

received a letter from Inverell Shire  opportunity: .
Council congratulating us on the 'Srl‘ngeosiﬂf ngah g{‘jdtehrg ggﬁr?g‘l:trt]ﬁe
participation of a number of our 1. for young people to stage y engag y

students (Jarath Cobcroft, Tyronne
Connors, Andrew Davidson, James
Delahaye, Hannah Donnelly, Thomas
Hoey, Ben Neville, Jessie Sinclair and
Milly Sonter-Kelso) in Council's Youth
Indent Committee (YIC).

The YIC was established in 2006 along
the lines of a Youth Council, with the
specific purpose of providing an
opportunity for young people to have a
greater level of involvement in a
number of key outcome areas.

entertainment activities for the
youth of our town in a friendly, drug
and alcohol free environment;

2. to act as a conduit to Council in
influencing Council policy and
decision making in matters affecting
young people and the youth of our
community; and

3. to build leadership skills and
provide an opportunity for and
exposure to the operation of local

and their peers in a number of
activities which included a Dance-
party, an X-Box Competition and an
end of year Pool Party. The
committee was also involved in
supporting a Family Fun-Run-Ride
event during Youth Week in 2006
and played a strong role in
advocating for improved Learner
Driver Education with the State
Government, a matter of continuing
concern for the members of the
Youth Indent Committee.

END OF SEMESTER ASSESSMENTS AND REPORTS

Year 10 In Class Assessment Week Week 4
Exams - Monday - English, Science P. 1-4 Week 5
Exams - Tuesday - Mathematics, HSIE,
Geography P. 1-4 Week 5
Year9/8/7 Assessment Week Week 6
Year 10 Reports To be given to students 15/6/07
Year 9 Reports To be given to students 22/6/07
Year 8 Reports To be given to students 2716/07
Year 7 Reports To be given to students 28/6/07



Mega-opportunities in Science

Megan Lennon of Year 12 has demonstrated that rigag
go’ at Inverell High can lead to outstanding edigrat
opportunities beyond the classroom. Her journey it
National Youth Science Forum, sponsored by Rag
International, began last year with a series of aptd
interviews at local club and district level.

As a result of this process, Megan was chosen tresept
Inverell High at the National Youth Science ForuRYSF)
in Canberra in January this year. Megan says thattio
week forum opened her eyes to the variety of sei
opportunities available and only strengthened hierést in
career in science.

Megan recently attended exclusive NYSF tours of
University of New South Wales and the University
Technology, Sydney. This gave all the NYSF studenmt:
opportunity to weigh up their options before thewoplays o
these institutions.

In April, Megan attended a five day training semimna Y
leadership skill development and will be considessd a ';!.'}b'
potential student staff member for NYSF 2008. Aghis ‘ ’

wasn't enough, she is currently attending the Canaldie
Science Fair as the international representative of theFINY

SCHOOL UNIFORM

Pt # $% !

In Round 1 Inverell High School defeated Moree Secondalig@: convincingly. Round 2 was against NEGS and agaie éine t
had a win. Strong performances came from Rebecca McLarkagatth Cobcroft (Barristers). Kate Sweeney and Kelly Willia
were the witnesses, Tahlia Darby the Solicitor and Clay M&k&ly was the Magistrate’s Clerk.

We wish the team the best of luck as they again competeinteisiggainst Oxley High School on Tuesday 15th May.

DEBATING TERM 1
Senior debating has started with our Year 11 and 12 stylentisipating in Round 1 of the Hume Barbour competition.

The Inverell High team, consisting of Naomi Shumack, Davideks Stephanie Kramer and Milly Sonter-Kelso, drew theatieg
to debate the proposition; ‘That Australia should be thenagpeacekeepers’, against Glen Innes High School.

Both teams were strong, however, Inverell was successty. Wibrked well as a team, with Davida Shirky being particykstrbong
on the day.

Ms Witherdin said she was particularly proud of the way thetstructured its caseline and organised its rebuttal.’Midll for a
model was the final masterstroke in what was a great stahefg/ear.




A new enthusiasm has hit the music department in 2007. Miss McHattan has arrived as the new music teacher and has made
major changes to the music department - the first one being no desks in the classroom!

All classes are engaged in practical music making, playing, dancing and singing. From graphic scores in Year 7 to African
drumming in Year 8, all students leave the music room excited about music, which many times is very loud but always
constructive.

Year 9 Elective Music has 18 students who have completed the topic of Music of Small Ensembles in Term 1. All students have
worked together in small groups to perform popular songs, clarinet duets, country songs and rock songs. It has been pleasing to
see students grow in confidence and work together with others.

Yr 11 has six students who have started the year enthusiastically, enjoying a variety of musical activities including playing whirlies
for composition tasks to develop their knowledge of musical concepts.

Seven HSC boys awaited Miss Mac in 2007. They have been busily preparing works for the HSC, looking at such topics as
African Music, Jazz, and Instrument and Repertoire. The school looks forward

to a concert in Term 3 where HSC works will be performed. Five Yr 12 students

attended a HSC Music Workshop in March in Armidale, enhancing their skills

and learning new ideas which may assist them in their preparation for the HSC.

Right: Listening to
Charlie Witherdin-
Costigen (Yr 7) play
his composition

Left: Yr 8 girls
composing an African
work.

Concert Band, Stage

Band, Choir and

Percussion Ensemble

have all started with

full force. Many

students from years 7-12 have been keen to get involved in ensembles.
This keenness has been encouraging and we hop to see more students take the opportunity to be involved in the creative arts.
The school highlight evening was an opportunity for students to showcase their music prowess. They are to be congratulated on
their efforts.

Term 1 ended with twelve students from Years 7-10 attending Regional Band Camps. They all commented on the great time they
had performing, rehearsing and of course participating in the social life. We look forward to more students taking opportunities to
attend regional and state events in 2008.

On Monday 7" May the Cambrian Youth Choir, a community choir from Ipswich in Queensland, visited Inverell High to share their
love of singing with students. Students from Inverell High, Macintyre and Holy Trinity joined together to workshop two pieces. The
experience of singing together in a large vocal ensemble was inspiring and produced a great sound. The youth choir presented a
concert for Inverell students and showed what a joy it is to sing. We hope this will encourage and inspire more students to join the
school choir and enjoy the gift of singing.

Please feel free to contact Miss McHattan at the school if you have any inquiries about music. M McHattan, Music Teacher.

Cont. from Page 1.

| have a number of “big ideas” that | consider when speakitigstudents. At this stage, I'd like to share just a couplbeshtwith
you:

Respect and responsibility. If we respect ourselves artidather we are less likely to make mistakes and even wéetow
we are usually more willing to take responsibility for aations.

Giving our personal best. We never know what we can achiéagsune aim high and give it our best shot. Look at me!
Achieving big goals involves setting small goals and tleking them off. Sometimes it also involves being flegibhd trying
alternative paths to our goals.

| would also like to encourage each parent or guardian tavbéved with what is happening at Inverell High School tatether level
you feel comfortable. Sometimes that will be attending P ®e@tings, or joining committees, or helping in the classyoomworking
bees, or attending performances or sporting events. Sorme Aboriginal parents have already extended the excelleri they are
doing as tutors at Ross Hill Public into classes at Invéfigh. Everyone has a role to play but | believe your biggésisdo give
your children positive messages about the value of eduocaltilore about that another time!

They say that, “A new broom sweeps clean”, but in my case Irpt#fit ain't broke, don't fix it” and “Hasten slowly”. That dsn’t
mean there won't be changes in programs, policies or praeedtinverell High. Change happens every day in our livet®o8
are no different as we need to ensure we are providing thpdessble education for your children. However, any changebev
based within the values and traditions that make InvEligh such a great school, within the town, the district aitbimthe Public
Education system across the state.

Dr K Roberts




