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Where has the time gone?  
We routinely say that as a 
comment, that reflects on the 
'busyness' of our lives rather 
t h a n  a  p h ys i c a l  o r 
astronomical fact.   This term 
is proving to be no exception. 

Year 7 are now very much a 
part of our school.  At the end 
of February most of them 
attended the two day camp at 
Copeton Dam. On Tuesday 
6th March, students sat the 
ELLA test and then two days 
later on Thursday night we 
had our parent BBQ.  Interim 
reports were also issued to let 
parents know how well their 
children have settled into high 
school.  The BBQ was 
followed by a "Welcome Yr 7 
Social" with lots of fluoro, 
fun and fancy costumes.  As 
one girl said to me when I 
commented on her ug boots, 
"Different is cool!!!" 

Rehearsals are well under 
way for our musical, "Fiddler 
on the Roof”.  Students are 
rehearsing before and after 
school and during sport time.  
The musical wi l l  be 
performed in the Town Hall 
between 5th and 9th May.   

Last year the P & C did a 
great job using their funds to 
completely refurbish our 
canteen.  They have already 
started fundraising for 2008 
and need everyone to support 
the "Bulb Drive". If you 
haven't already done so, 
please send in your orders to 
the front office.  Next term 
the P&C are planning to hold 
a dinner dance in the school 
hall.  More about that later. 
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We received some absolutely 
fabulous news last week 
from the federal government 
a b o u t  t he i r  s upp o r t 
(potentially $150, 000) to get 
our technology resources up 
to date. Remember the pre-
election promise about a 
laptop for every student, 
well, that promise is now 
coming to fruition.  Based on 
information we supplied at 
the start of the year we were 
selected as a 'needy' school 
because our ratio of 
computers to students is 
about 1:8.  The federal 
government's plan is to have 
one computer for every two 
students in years 9-12. We 
now have to put in an official 
submission to receive the 
funding which can be used 
for other technology items 
but sadly, not for the cabling 
that we desperately need!     

I will be on long service 
leave from 28th March until 
the end of term.  During that 
time Wayne Eade will be 
relieving Principal and Jason 
Little will be relieving 
Deputy Principal 

Karen Roberts  

Coming  Events  

Tuesday 18.3.08 

P & C Meeting 7.00pm 
Common Room 

Wednesday 19th March 

IHS Vs Farrer Rugby League 
2nds 2.3pm School Oval 

Thursday 18th March 

Zone Girls’ Basketball KO & 
Selection 

Zone Rugby Union Selections 

Monday 24th March 

Yr 12 Half Yearly Exams 
begin 

Thursday 3rd April 

Yr 11 exams begin 

Wednesday 9th April 

ANZAC Assembly 

Thursday 10th April 

End of term 
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Please remember when picking up your child/children 

from the side of the school that you drive very carefully 
and SLOWLY.  We are going to approach Council about 
putting speed humps or restricted hours of access in this 
area because we are concerned that someone’s child will 

be hurt due to parents  not taking care.  

PRIORITY 
SCHOOLS SURVEY 

Thank you to those parents 
of students in Years 7 and 8 
for returning your Priority 
School Survey.  We need 
100% response but so far 
the rate is about 80%.  It is 
not too late, so please send 
in that survey NOW.  If you 
have lost it, ask your child 
to collect one from the 
Student Office. 





NAPLAN 

Ms. Hahn’s Year 8 Visual Arts’ classes and Mr. Walburn’s 
Creative Arts class had an excursion to the Uniting Church in 
Inverell for en-plein (open air) drawing. This activity was part of 
their program in Visual Arts whereby the students investigate their 
environment both culturally and structurally. They drew the school 
building and will create etchings of the church. Our next 
investigation will see the students examining the Big Things e.g. 
the Big Banana, The Big Sheep, the Big Prawn etc. that Australia is 
known world wide for creating. We will discover why these 
buildings are so much part of our culture, who their builders were 
as well as the materials used in their construction. 

If you have magazines that you no longer need could you please 
send them to school for us to use in our classrooms.  Womans Day, 
Womens Weekly or House and Gardens style magazines are the 
best.   Many thanks. 

YEAR 8 VISUAL ART EXCURSION 

The National Assessment Program—Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an assessment program 
designed to assess the literacy and numeracy learning of students in all Australian schools at Years 3, 
5, 7 and 9. 

In NSW the NAPLAN tests replace the Basic Skills Tests (BST), English Language and Literacy Assessment (ELLA) and Secondary 
Numeracy Assessment Program (SNAP).  The national assessment is designed to provide information on student performance across a 
number of levels of achievement. 

The NAPLAN program assists teachers in identifying students’ strengths and weaknesses in literacy and numeracy.  By analysing 
results along with information from teacher judgements and work samples, teachers can adjust teaching strategies to provide 
appropriate support. 

The combining of student results from the NAPLAN provides the school with an overview of current achievements for groups of 
students and contributes to a more comprehensive understanding of their performance.  The analysis of aggregated results assists school 
planning and can be used by the school to monitor literacy and numeracy development over  time. 

The NAPLAN program will be run at school over three days, Tuesday 13th, Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th May and is 
compulsory for all students in Years 7 and 9.  A further school information brochure and newsletter will be mailed out to all Year 7 and 
9 parents in the near future. 

Parents of year 11 students are advised that there are times during the week when there are no lessons timetabled for subjects. These periods 
are often used for year meetings, guest speakers, vocation interviews, study time in the library or as an opportunity for students to approach 
teachers for individual assistance with course work or assessment tasks. They are not and should never be considered ‘free periods’ or an 
opportunity to ‘meet down town’. 

Should students wish to leave the school, the following arrangements are in place: 

1. If they are leaving school at the end of their day (no lesson p5 or Wednesday p4 or during sport) they must sign out in the book kept in 
room 39. Students are not permitted to sign out “at will”  during the day. 

2. Students wishing to leave school, when they have a lesson timetabled, are still required to bring a note from home and obtain a leave pass 
from the Deputy Principal. 

3. Students wishing to leave school at lunch time on a regular basis must apply for a lunch pass from Mr Drake. 

4.    If  students are sick they must still report to sick bay where the student support officer will contact parents. 

At no time is any student permitted to leave school without following one of the options above. If you do not agree with your child leaving the 
school please contact the school. These privileges can and will be revoked at any stage if they are abused by the students. 

MESSAGE TO YEAR 11 PARENTS 
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Annual Swimming Carnival  

The school’s swimming carnival proved 
a success with a large number of 
participants in many of the age 
divisions. Two records were broken 
during the day, both by Anthony 
Pages  :  15 Years Boys 50m. Freestyle  
(0.27.67) and 15 Years Boys 200m. 
Freestyle  (2.27.03). Anthony capped 
off an excellent day of swimming to 
win the Champion of Champions and 
Sarah Sprang won the girls’ event. 

Congratulations to the following 
students who achieved Age Champions 
and Runners-Up on the day : 

12 Years Champion: 

Girls:  Holly Mackie                   
 Runner-Up:  Aimee Miller  

Boys:    Bailey Nahi   
 Jacob Tan 

13 Years Champion: 

Girls:  Hannah O’Rourke  

 Runner-Up:  Cassie Sinclair 

Boys:      Jock Campbell  
 Joshua Porter   

Girls:  14 Years Champion :
 Sarah Sprang 
 Runner-Up: Megan Longhurst 

Boys:   Alec Dolby  
 Hamish Drake  

15 Years Champion: 

Girls:  Clare Angel-Auld & Indi 
Angel- Auld  =  Champions 

16 Years Champion: 

Boys: Anthony Page                        
 Runner-Up:   Samuel Bryant  

Girls:  Erin Longhurst            
 Runner-Up :  Elli Sinclair  

Boys: James Gibson  
 Chad Dunn 

17+Years Champion:  

Girls:  Tasha Furnell 
 Runner-Up:  Tanika Neville 

Boys:     Toby Pilcher  & Jason Sprang  
 = Champions 

STURT house proved too strong on the 
day and deservedly took out the House 
Championship points with excellent 
participation and house spirit.  

The following students participated in 
the North West Swimming Carnival in 
Armidale : Alec Dolby, Brad Noble, 
Anthony Pages, James Gibson. 

Congratulations to Holly, Anthony and 
James who gained excellent results at 
this carnival and will now represent the 

SPORT 
NW Region at the CHS Carnival. Anthony 
had a cracker of a day and will represent 
the Region in seven events. 

Aiming High in Basketball  

Congratulations to Tom Hoey who was 
selected in New England Zone Basketball 
Boys’ team.  He will now attend the NW 
trials to be held in Week 8 in Tamworth. 
Well done also to Peter Saunders, Clay 
McCluskey and Trent Rooney who made 
the possibles / probables at these zone 
selections. 

On the same day as the Zone Trials, the 
Open Boy’s team played a number of 
games in the State KO competition. 
Their first game against Duval was a 
tight affair, with Inverell losing by 8 
points. In their second game, the boys 
developed team combinations and they 
won this game by 10 points. 

State Cricket 

Huge congratulations to Year 12 student 
Rachael Kent. Following a successful CHS 
Cricket carnival in which she captained the 
NW team, Rachael was selected in the 
NSW CHS team to compete at the All 
Schools Carnival to be held later this term. 

State Softball 

Congratulations also to Samantha 
Gaukroger, who has recently returned from 
the CHS Softball carnival. Although a little 
battered and bruised from a number of high 
speed softballs, Sam has gained valuable 
experience from this representation at state 
level. 

Zone Touch 

A large number of our students were 
successful in gaining positions in New 
England Zone teams at the recent trials held 
in Inverell. Well done to the following 
individuals : 

U/16’s Zone: Clare Angel-Auld, Indi 
Angel-Auld, Michel Watkins, Aaron 
McNamara, Bevan French and Jock 
Campbell. 

Opens: Kirstie O’Brien, Anna Akhurst, 
Abbey Fox, Jade Williams, Teegan Fenton, 
Casey Grills, Caitlin Bierling, Hollie 
Bloch, Peter Saunders, Alex Lavender, 
James Lavender, Tyronne Connors and 
Harley Lane. 

A big thank you to Kate Watkins from 
Year 10 who assisted in the running of the 
trials by refereeing the U/16’s girls during 
the day. 

Up and Coming Events: 

Boys’ and Girls’ Zone Hockey 

Selections:  Monday, 17th March , Armidale 

U/16’s NW Touch Selections: Wednesday, 
19th March, Inverell 

Girls KO Basketball and Zone Selections: 
Thursday, 20th March, Armidale 

Boys’ Open Rugby Union Zone Selections:  
Thursday, 20th March, Inverell 

9 / 10’s Touch Carnival:  Thursday, 27th 
March, Inverell  

Zone Winter Trials: RL, Netball, Football 
(Soccer), Golf: Friday, 28th March, Inverell. 
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The Year 7 Friendship Camp was a great success. Students happily travelled out to Copeton on the 21st February for two fun-filled days 
of getting to know you activities. 

The students quickly settled into their tents and the bunkhouse to enjoy a day of games, reflection and discussion ably led by their Year 
11 Peer Support leaders. The Year 11 students impressed with their leadership skills and dedication to task.  These activities were 
followed by a trivia quiz and a treasure hunt and supper before bedtime. 

The next morning the happy campers were woken for a cross country walk at 6 am and a few groans were heard as we set off. 
Returning an hour later, breakfast was much appreciated. After clean up and games the students headed off for the slide and enjoyed the 
opportunity to cool off. 

YEAR 7 FRIENDSHIP CAMP  
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HELP LEARNER  DRIVERS 
BECOME SAFER DRIVERS 

The RTA has introduced changes to the licensing 
scheme  so that learner drivers have more practise.  To 
help parents supervise learner drivers, the RTA will run 
a FREE 2 hour workshop for parents and supervising 
drivers offering practical advice on how to help learner 
drivers become safer drivers: 

Tuesday 15th April, 2008                             
at Inverell RSM Club, 7.00pm—9.00pm 

The Workshop Includes: 

* Understanding the new laws for L and P licence holders 
* Completing the Learner Driver Log Book. 
* Understanding the benefits of supervised on-road driving 
experience and 
* Supervising learner drivers 
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