
������������	�


��
���������	�

A number of important events 
have happened at Inverell High 
School during the last month 
i n c l u d i n g  h a l f - y e a r l y 
assessments for all grades, 
offers of enrolment for year 7, 
2009 Athletics Carnival and 
Cross-Country, and year 10 
work experience.  We have also 
had our computer recabling 
completed and look forward to 
being able to have up-to-date 
technology resources more 
readily available to both 
students and staff.  And finally, 
our art shed is nearing 
completion!!! 

We recognised three special 
members of our school 
community at the Education 
Week Awards held at the 
Riverside Function Centre. 

· Year 12 Jarath Cobcroft 
for student leadership in a 
number of areas and for his 
performance in Fiddler on the 
Roof. 

· Teacher, Christine Hall for 
her contributions to drama 
teaching and to the school's 
extracurricular performing arts 
events. 

· Community representative, 
Olga George for her support of 
performing arts over the last 
twenty years. 

The last week of term marks 
our school's celebration of 
NAIDOC Week.  Parents and 
family representatives are 
especially invited to two 
special events: our Formal 
Assembly at 10.00am on 
Tuesday 1st July and NAIDOC 
Week Indigenous Students 
Awards Night at 7.00pm on 
Wednesday 2nd July. 
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We are also looking forward to 
the culmination of our Values 
Project.  SRC members are 
producing a DVD with 
comments from students, staff 
and parents about the values 
we believe are part of the 
culture of Inverell High 
School. Plans are well 
underway for a mosaic in the 
garden quad that will be based 
on the most common values. 

We have included the school's 
2007 Annual School Report 
with this newsletter. If you 
would like to comment on any 
aspect of the report, please let 
us know. 

Karen Roberts 

* * * * * * * 

REMINDER TO PARENTS 
AND FAMILIES 

We really love having 
students’ families attend 
school events. However, events 
like  athletics and swimming 
carnivals are an extension of 
school and as such, normal 
school rules apply to students 
and to their families.   

* To promote safety of all 
concerned  and for smooth 
o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  p l e a s e 
remember: 

* No aggressive behaviour, 
swearing or unacceptable 
language will be tolerated. 

*  No smoking 

*  Cars are to be left in 
designated car parks or 
OUTSIDE the area being 
used. 

* If students sit with families, 
they must still be visible to 
staff on supervision. 

*  Family members may be 
asked to sign in .  

 *  If parents wish to take 
their child/children from any 
school event, please let a 
teacher know before they do 
so. 

Coming  Events  

Week 8: Armidale Visit at the 
Complex, Friday 20/6. 

Week 9: Zone Athletics on 
Tuesday 24/6. 

HSC Booster day for Visual 
Arts, HSIE, Textiles and 
PD/H/PE on Tuesday 24/6. 

7/8 debating. IHS v. Bundarra 
CS Thursday 26/6. 

Year 9/10 Touch State 
Carnival in Penrith, Thursday 
26 to Saturday 28 June. 

Week 10: Naidoc Week, 
inc luding Naidoc W eek 
evening presentations on 
Wednesday 2/7. 

Year 10 motivation day 
Monday 30/6. 
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Winter Asthma Warning  

With the onset of winter and cooler weather, many people find that their 
asthma seems to flare up. If you or a family member has asthma, you can do 
���� ������	
�� ��	
���������
� ��
������������������� � ����

������ ���� ��������
�	����������������  
�������������������
����������������������	�����  
���
��������������������
��
�������������������	�
� ���
�  
������������������������������	��������	���	�
����� ����	����  
����
�	
������������������������	�������� –� ���	����
��������������	����  
������������  
�  Ensure that your home is heated uniformly throughout. A warm bedroom 
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�  Ensure you continue to comply with the treatment plan your doctor has 

devised for you. 
For more information about asthma, please contact the Asthma Foundation on 
ph: 1800 645 130 or visit our website: www.asthmaaustralia.org.au 

RODNEY BLAIR  - JUMP STARTS TO LONDON 
OLYMPICS  Ex-Student Rodney Blair visited Inverell High School last week and spoke 
to the Strong and Smart group about achieving goals.  The group is made up of Year 8 
Aboriginal students who are learning about self-confidence and self-belief. 

Rodney has been chosen for a talent and identification program for Indigenous coaches and 
athletes.  For the next four years, the program, Jump Start to London, has the goal of increasing 
the number of Indigenous athletes participating at the London 2012 Olympics.  Rodney has 
already received a number of gold, silver and bronze medals from various national and 
international events he has competed in, including the Arafura Games in Darwin.  He was only 
50cm away from competing in the Beijing Olympics for long jump and he will be working hard 
in the next four years to improve his mark.  He is travelling to Singapore in August to compete in 
the national championships, then he is heading to India to compete with the Commonwealth 
Games team.  In  December he is heading to America.   

DEBATING NEWS 

Inverell High School students are fine tuning their debating skills for a debate 
titled “NAIDOC Week should be celebrated with Advance Australia Fair”.   

The students will present the debate with Macintyre High School students 
during NAIDOC which will be celebrated at Inverell High School  from 
Monday 30th June until Friday 4th July. 

Year  7 and 8 students practising for the debate. 

MODERN HISTORY EXCURSION 

The History Faculty is planning an excursion 
to the Western Front and Germany in April 
2009 for senior Modern History students, 
staff and parents. Academy Travel from 
Sydney will lead a sixteen-day study tour 
which commences with a three day stay in 
Paris and features a visit to the Palace of 
Versailles where the Treaty of Versailles was 
signed ninety years ago to mark the end of 
World War I. 

The tour group will then move into Belgium for two days 
exploring the Flanders Fields battle sites followed by two 
days around the Somme battle sites in northern France. 

The focus of the study tour moves from World War 1 to Nazi 
Germany when we fly to Krakow in Poland for a two day 
study of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps. The 
group moves to Germany for the final six days. Berlin, 
Nuremberg, Weimar and Munich all abound in significant 
sites associated with the Nazi period of German history from 
1933-1945. 

Inverell High History teachers, Anthony Dale, Jane Gibson 
and Wayne Eade hope to lead the excursion and Jenny 
Dickins (Macintyre High) and Dominic Gibson (Holy 
Trinity) hope to join them. 

The sixteen day study tour has been costed at $5900 (all 
inclusive). If you or your child is interested in joining this 
proposed study tour, please contact Mr Dale at IHS. Numbers 
are limited.  

EDUCATION WEEK AWARD  
RECIPIENTS 

Congratulations to  Drama Teacher, Mrs Chris Hall, and Jarath Cobcroft (Yr 12) 



Along with the cross country and athletics 
carnivals, many other sporting events have 
occurred over the past few weeks. 

Golf 

Congratulations to Alex Livingston, who 
recently attended the NW Golf Championships 
after being selected in the Zone team. Although 
he didn’t make the NW team, he gained valuable 
experience through his participation. 

Rugby League 

In the University Shield, our Open Rugby 
League team convincingly defeated Duval HS, 
22 to 0. The team was due to play Moree 
Secondary College in the next round, however, 
this school forfeited. This places the Open Team 
in the final 16 of the State with the next game 
due to be played by week two next term. Well 
done to Josh Skaines who has just returned from 
State 15’s RL after playing with the Greater 
Regional side. 

Hockey 

In hockey, our boys side experienced an 
excellent win against Macintyre , 3 to 2, and will 
now play Farrer in the next round of their 
competition. The girls team were unfortunately 
defeated by Armidale HS, 2-1. In this game the 
girls displayed admirable sportsmanship under 
very trying circumstances.  

SPORT REPORT Rugby Union 

In the Waratah Shield, the Open RU team 
were defeated by Farrer HS, 24 – 7, 
however, they turned this result around 
against Oxley HS in the Yeates Shield, 
where they experienced a huge win, 67 - 0. 
Still on RU, Mr Thompson and the Buchan 
Shield boys showed great persistence and 
resiliency to bounce back from a 10 – nil 
scoreline to overcome Narrabri, 12 -10.  
The Fester Shield side, our Yr. 7’s and 8’s, 
defeated Oxley HS, 40 -12 and the Wiburd 
Shield side also defeated Oxley HS on a 
forfeit. All four teams will now play Farrer 
HS in their next round of matches. 

Congratulations to five of our senior RU 
boys who spent last week in Sydney at the 
CHS Championships – Adam Kennedy, 
Toby Pilcher, Alex Lavender, Harley Lane 
and Blake Murray.  

Touch 
In touch we have had nine players selected 
in open NW teams – congratulations to 
Pete Saunders, Alex Lavender, Jimmy 
Lavender, Harley Lane and Tyrone 
Connors for their selection in the boys team 
and to Kirstie O’Brien, Anna Akhurst, Jade 
Williams and Caitlin Bierling for the girls 
team. In the girls regional semi-final 
knockout, our team was defeated 6-4. This 
game show-cased girls’ touch, displaying 
high-level skills, both in attack and 
defence. The boys team will play Moree 
Secondary College in their regional semi-

final. 

Basketball 

In girls’ basketball, Mr Tolley and the girls’ 
side travelled to Coffs Harbour to play 
Orara HS in the final 16 state playoffs. 
They came up against a well-drilled and tall 
side and were defeated. Congratulations to 
this team and their coach – they have 
experienced a very successful year of 
competition. Thank you to Mr Tolley for all 
his organisation and early morning training 
sessions. 

Bingara Carnival 
Well done to those students who 
represented Inverell High at the Bingara 
Carnival. Five netball teams particpated and 
although they didn’t win all their matches 
they played hard and had a fun and 
enjoyable day. The 14’s and 16’s RL teams 
also participated with great enjoyment, with 
the 14’s team winning all of their games. 
The highlight for the 16’s team was 
Andrew Torgau scoring a well-deserved try. 
Many thanks to Mr Dal Santo, Mr 
Partridge, Mrs Roberts and Mrs. Bryant 
who gave up their Saturday to assist with 
these teams, along with the many parents 
who travelled to the carnival. A special 
thank you to Mrs. Monkton and Ms Brown 
who looked after the Year 7 netball teams. 

Zone X-Country was held on Friday 13/6. For triskaidekaphobics, not a good day to be out 
and testing fate, but for 9 runners from Inverell High it was a great day to find out just why 
there’s a cool in Coolah – it was cold and wet. 

For some of our competitors, it meant rising before 04.00 for the trek south. For others it was a trip down the night before. 

Well done to Taylor Byrnes, Lona-May Dennis, Ellie Donnan, Terry Gleeson, Bailey Nahi, Casey South (all from Year 7), Ellen 
O’Dell (Year 8), Clare Angel-Auld and Thomas Eade (both from Year 9) for flying the IHS flag and having a go in what were trying 
conditions. Congratulations to those students who participated in this event.   

Finally, thanks to the parents who made it possible to get so many kids involved, given the huge task of transport. 

CROSS COUNTRY 

Ellen O’Dell 
Clare Angel-Auld Thomas Eade Ellie Donnan & Lona-May Dennis 



MYALL CREEK MASSACRE SITE—HERITAGE LISTING 
June 10th is the anniversary of a significant event in our local history,  
On that day in 1838, the Myall Creek Massacre occurred. On 7th June, 
this year students, parents and staff from Inverell High School, joined 
the largest crowd ever to attend the annual memorial service. 

Students from a number of local schools were involved in reading the 
plaques that are positioned along the walk on the site.  Students also 
participated in an enacted dialogue between Indigenous students and 
ancestors  of the massacre. 

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts, Mr Peter Garrett, 
was a special guest at this year's ceremony where he announced that the 
Myall Creek Massacre Site has been placed on the National Heritage 
List.  Ex-Senator, Honourable Fred Chaney, gave a very moving speech 
about the significance of the heritage listing. 

The Myall Creek Massacre Committee recently held a competition to 
mark the anniversary.  Two of our students won prizes in this 
competition:  Alyssa Thivakon for her artwork and Janice Domer for 
her writing. 

WORK EXPERIENCE One hundred plus Year 10 students completed Work Experience in Week 6.  Seven 
students travelled outside of Inverell to work in places such as Taronga Zoo Sydney and 
the Pet Porpoise Pool in Coffs Harbour.  Many students excelled in the work force and 
gained valuable experience of the world of work. On behalf of the school, Mr Dal Santo 
would like to thank all local employers for providing this experience for our students. 

 Far Left:  Jolene Monckton at Easy on Rugs, Orison Harrison at 
McLachlan’s Smash Repairs and Below, Erin Williams in Retail. 

P & C NEWS 
WANTED - We urgently need a Treasurer  for the  P and C.  This role is not a huge one but a 
very important one.   Please contact the school (6722 3777) if you can help. 

Thank you to those who attended the last fundraiser, the dinner dance featuring The Gem Tones. 
While the profit made was not large, the night was a good opportunity for socialising and fun. 

We need more parent support at school socials.  Many teachers come along to supervise but not 
many parents.  You need only attend for an hour or two to help with the effective supervision of 
your children.   

Parents are also reminded to be prompt when picking up their children—10.00pm is the official 
finishing time. There should be no students still at school after 10.15pm. 

Inverell High School Students with Member for Northern Tablelands, 
Richard Torbay, Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts, 
Peter Garrett,  Senator Fred Chaney. 

ANCIENT HISTORY EXCURSION 
Four Year 12 students travelled to Sydney by train with their 
teacher, Mrs Shumack, to participate in HSC study days. On 
Friday 13/6, they went to the University of Technology for 
lectures run by the English Teachers’ Association in various 
modules set for study in Advanced, Standard and ESL. On 
Saturday, they participated in a lengthy day of lectures at 
Sydney University, run by the History Teachers’ Association in 
both Ancient History and Extension History.  They also toured 
the University’s Nicholson Museum during their lunch break.  
Students appreciated hearing from scholars in their specific 
fields. 

A particular highlight of the trip was the availability of last 
minute tickets to The Bell Shakespeare presentation of Hamlet 
at the Sydney Opera House on Thursday Evening.  This play is 
set for study for Advanced English this year. This fine 
performance will have added extra layers of meaning to the 
students’ understanding of the play. 

The students returned exhausted, but enriched by the many 
specific insights they obtained into their various HSC courses. 


