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I can’t believe it’s been nearly 
a term already since I came to 
Inverell High School.  I 
already feel like part of the 
furniture, although still a very 
new piece but with a few 
scratches and stains. 

Part of the reason for the time 
passing so quickly has been 
the large number of events 
that have occurred: football, 
exams, football, assemblies, 
football,  parent-teacher 
nights, football, debating, 
football,  drama visits, 
football, competitions and 
football, vaccinations and 
football – at least that’s what 
it feels like! 

I am highly impressed with 
the students.  They are very 
polite and happy people, keen 
to participate in every 
opportunity available and also 
willing to listen to advice. 
After reading nearly all the 
half-yearly reports, I can 
commend the great majority 
of them for their hard work 
and commitment to achieving 
with their studies.  We have 
also received a number of 
letters from coaches of 
sporting teams we have 
played against, congratulating 
our students on their 
e n t h u s i a s m  a n d 
sportsmanship, win or lose. 

Fortnightly assemblies have 
been a real highlight this 
term.  In some schools, 
students are hesitant to accept 
praise, but at Inverell High 
School there is a strong 
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culture of the whole school 
community recognising 
achievement.  Students are 
happy and proud when they 
receive their certificates and 
o t h e r  s t u d e n t s 
enthusiastically congratulate 
them.  The assemblies have 
also been great opportunities 
to highlight the values we 
hold dear.  Have a look 
inside this newsletter for 
more details. 

This term we have 
int roduced Pr incipa l ’s 
morning teas to recognise 
students who are making a 
real effort with their studies.  
Participants are based on 
teacher nominations. So far 
we have had years 7, 8 and 9 
so check out the photos to 
see if your son or daughter 
has been involved. 

Finally, I would like to 
mention year 12.  With just 
over a term to go, most of 
them are still actively 
working to complete HSC 
requirements. However, there 
are also some students who 
are losing focus and not 
productively using their 
study periods or attending 
regularly.  Please encourage 
your sons and daughters to 
keep giving 100% up their 
HSC Trial Exams and in the 
very important revision 
period afterwards. I am also 
hoping to speak with each 
student over the next few 
weeks about half-yearly  
reports, keeping focused and 

how the school can best 
support them. 

Dr K Roberts 

(See page 4 for photos) 

Coming Events  

 

Tuesday 19/6/07  

P & C Meeting 7.30pm 

Open League Rugby League 
Vs Farrer at Tamworth 

Wednesday 20/6/07  

SRC Elections 

School Social 7.00-10.00pm 

Thursday 21/6/07  

Regional Bowls Final against 
Barraba 

Friday 22/6/07  

Yr 9 Reward Day at Green 
Valley 

Saturday 23/6/07  

Inverell All-Schools Carnival 

Friday 29/6/07  

Red Nose Day 

Last Day of Term 2.  School 
resumes Monday 16/7/07.  
Students return Tuesday 

17/7/07 

Saturday 30th June-1st 
July 

Working Bee in Canteen to 
demolish and refit.   

Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th 
July 

Refit and Finish 
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Each assembly is special in its own way 
but in Term 2, two assemblies have been 
really memorable.  On May 15, Tony 
Sonter presented a thought-provoking 
item about school uniforms that really 
made a point of how we need to preserve 
our traditions and be proud of the school. 

Another assembly on May 29th served to 
raise our awareness of the Myall Creek 
Massacre. Special guest, Harry White 
from the Aboriginal Child, Youth and 
Family Strategy spoke about the events 
surrounding the massacre.  On Saturday 

16th June, Tyrone Connors, Nicole 
Saunders, Elizabeth Green, Holly 
Jerrard and Hannah Donnelly 
represented Inverell High School at a 
memorial service at the historical site.  
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Tony Sonter imploring students to show pride in wearing 
our school uniform and displaying some historical pieces of 
well-worn school uniform.  Be proud of the “Red and 
Black”. 

Inverell High sent two teams to the annual MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly) which is 
run by Rotary. This year, the event was held at Westport High School at Port Macquarie. 

James Delahaye and Thomas Rainger represented the country of India, whilst Stephanie Kramer 
and Naomi Shumack represented Holland. The countries are randomly selected and it is each 
team’s responsibility to research their country’s interests and dealings on the international stage 
prior to the event. Teams participate in proposing and opposing various motions that are brought 
to the assembly and vigorous debate is encouraged to represent each country’s interests. 

The Inverell High teams were accompanied by Mrs Shumack who gave support in their 
preparation and acted as a counsellor to both teams during the event. She was pleased with the 
level of participation shown by the students and the effort they made to create costumes to 
represent their respective countries. 
 
MUNA is an opportunity to teach students how the United Nations operates, provides knowledge 
of world affairs and international relations and develops students’ confidence and public 
speaking skills. Many thanks must be extended to the local Rotary district 9650 who ran and 
sponsored the event. 

Harry White talking to students about the Myall Creek  
Massacre. 

Dennis Pitt showing students and teachers how easy and enjoyable it is to 
play the didgeridoo. 
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On Saturday 30th June and 
Sunday 1st July there will be a 
Working Bee to demolish and 
refit the Canteen.  If you would 
like to help and have any 
special qualifications in 
building or the like, your help 
would be greatly appreciated.  
If you are unable to help on 
these days there will be another 
Working Bee on Saturday 7th 
July and Sunday 8th July to 
finish refitting the Canteen. 



 4.   L” is the code for “leave” and in used for other reasons such as 
doctor’s or dentist’s appointment, family holidays of a few days 
other than during school holidays, special family events, funerals 
etc 

5.    Once the 7 days have passed, we cannot enter a code (e.g. 
S=sick or L=leave) and so the absence will stay as ‘unauthorised”. 

6.   When students are going to be absent for more than 15 days 
(e.g. family holidays), parents can apply for an ‘exemption’ from 
school. 

AN EXPERIENCE OF A LIFTIME…. .. 
The experience of a lifetime began on the 4th May and was to extend over a thrilling three week period.  
Beginning in Kununurra, Western Australia, six other Australians from the National Youth Science Forum 
and I began a Leadership expedition through the Kimberlys.  Walking a total of 30km over the next six days, 
we climbed mountains, trekked through relentless shrub, swam in rapids and canoed through gorges, all the 
while sampling some bush tucker delights and spotting crocs, kangaroos and other wildlife along the path. 

The following week was spent in the small town of Truro in Nova Scotia, a province on Canada’s eastern 
coast.  Here the Australian team attended the Canada Wide Science Fair in conjunction with up to 400 other 
Canadian students.  For two days at the Fair we judged the projects of keen Year 10 students, finally offering two students the opportunity to 
come to Australia in December and tour parts of the country before they attend the National Youth Science Forum in January. 

Finally, during the last week of our stay, we toured through the Rocky Mountains from Calgary to Vancouver, visiting the unique and pristine 
lakes, mountains and waterfalls in the surrounding country and submerging ourselves in the Canadian culture. 

This experience was one of the most exciting, thrilling and rewarding adventures that I have ever undertaken.  The memories and experiences I 
have gained have inspired and enthused me and I believe will remain in my mind for many years to come.  I must give a special thank you to 
all the people who helped make this daring adventure possible—your support has been invaluable to my experiences. 

Meg Lennon 

Parents are reminded about a few general points related to 
absences. 

1.    Parents need to let the school know the reasons for any 
absence within 7 days of the absence. 

2.   Notes sent in must have a reason for the absence.  If no 
reason is given, then the absence remains as “unauthorised”. 

3.   “S” is the code for “sick” and it is recorded when parents 
advise the child was actually sick or injured. 

ATTENDANCE 

HSC DATES 

The 2007 Higher School Certificate timetable has been released 
and is available on the NSW Board of Studies website: 
www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au 

Industrial Technology is the first exam on October 18 and 
Business Services the last one on November 13. The mandatory 
English exams are on October 19 and October 22. 

 

ONLINE SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS 

NSW HSC Online provides web-based support for students 
studying for the Higher School Certificate.  It includes study 
materials and interactive activities based on the syllabus for each 
HSC subject. HSC Online is at http://hsc.csu.edu.au/  

 

TOP 10 STUDYING TIPS 

Your child’s study techniques can be improved by encouraging 
them to: 

1. Establish a routine 

2. Create a study environment 

3. Set a timetable 

4. Drink plenty of water and eat healthy foods 

HSC INFORMATION 
5. Reward themselves for studying 

6. Have variety in their study program 

7. Avoid interruptions to concentration 

8. Test themselves on what they have studied 

9. Don't panic at exam time 

10. Ask their teachers for guidance 
 

SETTING PRIORTIES AND TIME 
MANAGEMENT  

Setting priorities and time management are important for your 
child’s personal development. Encourage your child to: 

1. Create a daily 'to do' list 

2. List goals and set priorities 

3. Do 'A's' first (Most important things) 

4. Do it now 

5. Ask themself "What is the best use of my time right now?" 
Be realistic – new habits take time to develop.  Reward themselves 
for small steps of progress towards their goals each week. 
 

   ~o~o~ 



TAFE NEWS 

Are you a woman wanting to update Your skills? 

Do you suffer from low self esteem or find it hard to get 
motivated? 

Do you need to get out and meet new people or find a 
new direction? 

Would you like to prepare yourself for future work or 
study?  

Are recent family payment changes going to leave you 
out of pocket? 

If you answered YES to any of these questions, the 
highly popular Career Education & Employment for 
Women (CEEW) course could be for you.  CEEW 
course starts Semester 2 at TAFE (4 days per week)  It 
is designed to increase women’s confidence to get a job 
or to begin further study. 

For more information please phone Karli Fox on 6721 
9029 or Kathy Nicholson on 6721 9032. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

OPEN BOYS RUGBY LEAGUE 

The Open Boys Rugby League team have already played a 
number of games this term. 

Game One 

Inverell travelled to Tamworth to take on Farrer 2nds in the 
quarter final of the Arrive Alive Cup . They played with plenty 
of skill and determination in beating Farrer 24–0.  Will Latham  
lead  the way with a great  game at second row. Andrew Blair 
and  Brock Hobday also played strongly. 

Game Two 

Inverell took on the highly fancied Coonabarabran team in the 
Regional Semi.   In wet and trying conditions we managed to 
snatch the game in the final few minutes (26-22). 

Captain Brock Hobday had a strong game as Lock and was 
equally supported by Andrew Blair who had an exceptional 
kicking game. This victory set us up for a Regional Final against 
Farrer Firsts. 

Game Three 

Again Inverell travelled to Tamworth to take on Farrer. 
However, this time we struggled against a well drilled team. The 
score was not a good indication of the game. Corey Davis 
demonstrated this defensive ability and played one of his best 
games for the school. 

INVERELL HIGH DEFEATS  MACINTYRE  

Inverell High defeated Macintyre in Round three of the 
University Shield 16 points to 8. 

At half time, Inverell High’s points came through Mark Lewis 
and Harley Lane. Only one try was converted by Andrew Blair. 

In the second half Corey Davis scored a try in the 15th minute 
and it was converted by Andrew Blair. 

A tough defensive game was played in front of one of the biggest 
crowds we have seen on the school oval. 

Mark Reynolds was awarded the Best and Fairest points. 

SPORTS NEWS 
Science and Agriculture classes are back in full swing 
after the half-yearly examination period, having 
identified some of the scientists and agriculturalists of 
the future. It was also an opportunity for others to 
identify the areas that need a little more work and 
effort. 

Year 9 Science students will soon receive their major 
science research project. This is a long term project 
which allows the students to exercise their imagination 

by carrying out an experimental investigation into an area of their 
choosing or to make a working model which explains a scientific 
principle. 

Year 11 students have been encouraged to apply for the Rotary 
National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) held for two weeks in 
Canberra each January. We have five applicants for this once in a 
lifetime opportunity who will start the challenging interview process 
at the local club level in week nine. Meg Lennon, our NYSF 
participant in 2006 has only recently returned from the Canada Wide 
Science Fair, an opportunity opened up to her as a result of 
involvement in NYSF. She is keen to encourage the candidates to put 
in the effort required to get through the interview process and into the 
forum. 

Agriculture students have just returned from Wingham Beef Week 
where they participated in workshops on the judging of cattle on the 
hoof and of the meat on the hook. Students also had the opportunity 
to compete against other schools in cattle leading. These skills should 
stand them in good stead as they prepare steers for the upcoming 
Northern Schools Steer Competition. 

Year 12 Biology and Chemistry students recently visited the Inverell 
drinking water treatment plant to learn about the chemical and 
physical processes needed to make our water safe to drink. The 
Biology students will then be strengthening their knowledge of the 
HSC course at the University of New England HSC Science Booster 
day on the 19th of June. This is also a great opportunity for students to 
experience a university laboratory. 

SCIENCE & AG NEWS 

Year 9 Principal’s Morning Tea—Can you spot your child? 

Year 8 Principal’s 
Morning Tea.  Is 
your child here?  


