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Our current student numbers are 
very close to our estimated 
enrolment of 660.  We are fully 
staffed and welcome new and 
returning staff members: Jeanette 
Groves returning to Maths and 
Paola Cabitza to LOTE, Roberta 
Worsely in English, Nathan 
Tolley and Andrew Summerville 
in PDHPE, Jonathan Shumack 
and Chris Bormann in Science, 
Dayne Rosolen in Maths/
Computing.  Teachers relieving 
for block periods include 
Vanessa Grant, Kerri Steenbeeke, 
Melissa Grabham and Edwina 
Ditchfield.  

At our Formal Assembly on 
Tuesday 12th February,  guest 
speaker Harry White discussed 
the importance of 'National Sorry 
Day'.  This is an important time 
in the history of our nation and 
our community as we all move 
forward in the hope of full 
reconciliation with Aboriginal 
people.  

One very important event this 
term is our participation in the 
"Priority School Programs 
Survey".   Priority Schools 
Programs are based on the 
principles of social justice and 
equity and aim to reduce, with a 
view to eliminating, any 
achievement gaps in student 
learning outcomes caused by 
different socio-economic 
circumstances.  The programs 
focus on improving literacy, 
numeracy and participation 
through giving schools additional 
funds and staff.   

During the week March 3rd-7th 
March, all students in years 7 and 
8 will be given a survey to take 
home. The surveys are short (one 
page) and entirely confidential.  
The surveys are also voluntary 
but we really need 100% 
response rate to maximise our 
chances of qualifying for the 
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extra support.  

A reminder that the first P and C 
meeting for the year is on 
Tuesday 19th February at 7.30 
pm in the Common Room.  
Parents and community 
members are very welcome at 
this meeting.   

Enclosed in this newsletter are 
some important notices: 

1. A list of important calendar 
dates for parent/teacher 
information and interview 
nights.  Parents are welcome to 
seek an appointment at other 
times. However, please make 
appointments in advance due to 
the busy nature of school 
operations. 

2. Student use of computers and 
email facilities.  

3. Mobile Phone usage. 

4. Inverell High School’s Code 
of Conduct and the Core Rules 
for Discipline in NSW 
Government Schools. Both 
documents underpin the School 
Discipline Policy and summarise 
the Department of Education 

and Training and Inverell 
High School's expectations of 
students. 

4. A letter regarding Media 
Participation and a "Written 
Consent Form" to be returned 
to the school. 

5. School Contributions – 
Fees. 

6. Brochure about the Priority 
Schools Program Survey. 

Karen Roberts 

 

Coming  Events  

Tuesday19th February 

P and C meeting at 7.30pm 

Thursday 21st and Friday 
22nd February 

Yr 7 Camp at Copeton Dam 

Tuesday 4th March  

ELLA test for all Year 7 

Thursday 6th March 

Yr 7 Social and 
Parent/Teacher BBQ 

Friday 14th March 

School Photographs 
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Mr Harry White, member of the Stolen Generation telling his story. 
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2008 has begun with much excitement as we prepare to stage our bi-annual musical. Our last musical, Guys and Dolls, in 2006 
was a huge success.  This year we will be staging Fiddler on the Roof from 6th May until Saturday 10th May.  Auditions have 
been completed and rehearsals are underway.  Mrs Hall and Miss McHattan are directing this year’s production. Rehearsals at 
present are during sport on Wednesday afternoons for cast, band and dancers. Extra rehearsals will be called as we draw closer to 
our performance dates. 

All students involved in the production will be attending rehearsals and final preparations in the Inverell Town Hall during the 
first week of Term 2 with performances during week 2 of term 2. 

We invite all parents and community members to mark these dates on their calendars and come along to see the show. It will be 
fantastic! 

�������
Musicians 

We are looking for musicians who would like to be a part of our band for Fiddler on the Roof.  

If you would like to join us, please phone Inverell High School  and speak to Miranda McHattan. 
Phone:  6722 3777  

The NSW Department of Education and Training is commit-

ted to providing a secure e-Learning environment to enrich 

learning opportunities for all students in NSW public 

schools. During 2008 your child/children will be provided 

with access to secure internet browsing and email. Our 

school’s Student Access to the Internet Policy also contains 

specific guidelines as to our expectations when students use 

the internet.  Contact the school if you would like a full copy 

of this policy. 

Email is a method of communicating on the internet by send-

ing and receiving written messages.  Your child’s/children’s 

email account is protected by software to block out inappro-

priate messages.  Your child/children will be provided with 

an individual username and password to access filtered 

internet browsing and email at school.  An individual user 

name and password will ensure that they receive Internet 

filtering and that no one else can access their email.  

General internet access at school is also protected by soft-

SECURE INTERNET BROWSING AND EMAIL FOR STUDENTS 

ware to block out inappropriate sites.  Under our school’s Stu-

dent Access to the Internet Policy. students must follow specific 

privacy guidelines so that personal information and informa-

tion that would mean they could be identified is not to be re-

vealed and that personal account details remain confidential.  

Students must also not bring any material to school, such as on 

a flash drive, disc, mobile phone or camera or any other de-

vice that contains offensive or sensitive materials and then 

load those items onto the school's computers.  Our Student 

Access to the Internet Policy and Discipline Policy have strong 

consequences for students who do not follow the expected code 

of conduct. 

Students will be able to access their personal email from com-

puters at home and other locations through private Internet 

service providers.  All Internet browsing at home will be di-

rected through your own Internet service provider.  We recom-

mend that you install filtering software at home and be aware 

of filtering software at other locations.     (DET document) 

 



Parent/Teacher Nights 2008 

 
 

Thursday 6th March Welcome to Year 7 barbecue for parents, 
staff and students. 

6.00 – 7.00pm issuing of interim reports 
and barbecue in the IHS assembly quad. 

7.00 – 10.00pm Welcome to Year 7 Social 
in the MPU. 

      

Tuesday 1st April Years 8, 9, 10, “How are we going?” 
Parent / Teacher Night. 

6.00 – 8.00pm interviews in the IHS 
library. 

      

Monday 19th May Year 11/12 Parent / Teacher Night. 

Feedback on performance at the mid-
course examinations. 

6.00 – 6.30pm information session for 
parents/students. 

6.30 – 8.30pm P/T interviews in the IHS 
library. Students are welcome to attend. 

      

Tuesday 27th July Year 12 “What’s in the Envelopes?” 
Night. An explanation of HSC / UAI 
results and how they are communicated. 

6.30pm information night for Year 12 
students and their parents in the IHS 
library. 

      

Monday 4th August Year 10 Subject Selection Night. 6.30pm information night in the IHS 
library. 

Monday 11th August Year 10 Board of Studies Night. 
Explanation of progression from Year 10 
to Year 11 Preliminary and Year 12 HSC 
years. 

7.30pm Flanders House.  Students and 
parents welcome.  NB. This is a combined 
night with Macintyre High and Holy 
Trinity. 

Monday 1st September Years 7, 8, 9  “How are we going?” 
Parent / Teacher Night. 

6.00 – 8.00pm interviews in the IHS 
library. 

      

Thursday 30th October Year 11 “Welcome to the HSC” 
explanation and information night for 
Year 12 students and their parents.  

6.30pm information night for Year 12 
students and their parents in the IHS 
library. 

      

   

IMPORTANT DATES 
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CONCERNS/COMPLAINTS WANTED 
 

If anyone would like to donate a new 
or used glass door display cabinet to 
house our Aboriginal Artefacts we 
would be very grateful.  It would 
need to be approximately 1metre 
wide by 1.5metres high.  Please 
contact Dr Karen Roberts at Inverell 
High School on 6722 3777. 
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CONCERNS/COMPLAINTS WANTED 
 

If anyone would like to donate a new 
or used glass door display cabinet to 
house our Aboriginal Artefacts we 
would be very grateful.  It would 
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wide by 1.5metres high.  Please 
contact Dr Karen Roberts at Inverell 
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Our Year 7 students have settled in well and are happily becoming a positive part of the Inverell High school community.   

Many of the teachers are impressed by their keen positive nature and we would like to thank parents for making sure that students are 
well equipped.  The diaries are proving successful in helping the students master their organisational skills.  Many of the students are 
looking forward to the Friendship Camp at Copeton Dam on Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd February. 

A POSITIVE START FOR YEAR 7 2008 

Year 12 students with Mrs Anne Migheli getting ready 
to deliver over 100 flowers to students for Valentines 
Day.  All proceeds will go to the Year 12 Charity which 
is research into Prostate Cancer. 

MOBILE PHONES  
Technology in the twenty-first century provides us with many opportunities and challenges.  Mobile phones have rapidly become 
part of this new widespread technology.  Unfortunately, they present a number of significant issues when used inappropriately. 

At school, they can distract students and impact on the classroom learning environment.  They may also be used to gain an unfair 
advantage in tests and assessment activities.  They can be used to bully or offend through inappropriate messages and photos.  
Unfortunately, they are also desirable temptations for theft. 

We advise that NO MOBILE PHONES  should be brought to school.  If a phone is brought to school and used inappropriately it 
will be confiscated and returned to the student via the Deputy Principal/Principal only after a parental discussion. 

It is also important to point out to students that the sending of an unwanted text message and harassment via any form of electronic 
media is an offence in Australia under the Telecommunications Act Section 85ZE.  Parents should ring the Unwelcome Call Centre 
on 1800 805 996.  Similarly, students are reminded that bullying and harassment in any form, including the use of electronic media, 
such as internet chat rooms/message boards, is an offence. 

The school has always maintained a policy of delivering urgent messages to students on the rare occasion when parents have needed 
to contact their child.  Similarly, students have been given access to a school phone to contact home in emergencies.  This policy of 
support will continue. 

We are revising our 'Mobile Phone Policy' this Term and will include a copy in next months' newsletter. 

VALENTINES DAY 
HELPS PROSTATE 

CANCER 

Year 7 on their first day at Inverell High School. 




