These last couple of weeks

have been fully occupied their support during th School returns:
as we wind up the 2007 year.
school year, but there have _ g)” T“esfday 29”;]
been a number of As part_of our ongoing anuary for teachers.
highlights: evaluation of school . On Wednesday 30th
_ programs, policies and January for Years 7
We are especially proud procedures, we have and 12.
of our students, Clare
Angel Auld, Indi Angel- Efgﬁggr)‘/q?e%;)létnsurveys B
L B January for Years 8, 4,
Auld, Victoria homework and our merit 10 and 11.

McGregor and Charles  scheme. If you received
these surveys, please
return them as soon as P&C Meetin

possible in the envelopes|  tyesday 19th February

Witherdin-Costigan
who recently won the
State Debating
Competition for Years
7-8 against Baulkham
Hills High School.

achievement at our
annual Presentation
Night. Relieving
Deputy, Mr Wayne
Eade and P & C and
Canteen Treasurer Mrs
Jewel Brooks also
received special awards
from our School
Education Director, Mr
Peter Pickett.

Our Year 10 students

requirements for their
School Certificates and
received due
recognition at their
special assembly.

Reports for years 7-11
were written and issued
to students.

The SRC gave a
thankyou dinner to

Rotary East Club for a

provided.

I would like to thank the
teaching staff for their
We recognised students’ hard work and support thif Wednesday 12th March
year. They deserve a

medal for their patience

and their willingness to

keep doing more and mo

for students every day.

Our administration and

Dates for 2008

School Photographs

other support staff achievements would not
(teachers’ aides, in-class reach their current high
tutors, and canteen levels.

workers) also deserve
special mention for their
work, above and beyond
successfully completed expectations.

| wish you all a very
happy and safe
Christmas and holiday
time.

Congratulations to all our
students for how they have
conducted themselves and

their participation and
achievements this year.

Thank you to parents and
families for both your

formal and informal
involvement with the

school in 2007. Without

your support our |
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PRESENTATION NIGHT

Principal’'s Awards for Year 12—Mrs Karen Roberts, Meg

Lennon, Nicholas Holder, Phoebe Drake, Hannah Donnelly

The academic achievements of Below: Mr Eade receiving an
students from Years 7 to 12 award from Mr Peter Pickett.
were celebrated on Thursday,
13th December at Presentation
Night. Parents, students and
staff were kept entertained
with stunning performances by
both the school band and
choir. Academic medals were
awarded in each year as fol-
lows: Year 7 — Elaine Shirky,
Year 8 — Indi Angel-Auld,
Year 9 — Clare Kauter, Year 10
— James Lavender, Year 11 —
Matthew Hunt and Year 12 —

Phoebe Drake.
STAFF CHANGES

Stage Band entertaining on Presentation Night.

Mrs Roberts delivering her
speech on Presentation Night.
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PARENTS-Use of Mobile Phones

We have had some issues recently with inappropuisgeof mobile phones especially with their useking photog
and film and then publishing them without permissi®lease read the information below that wasrgigestudent$
on Monday 10th December. We ask your support inicoeimg to monitor students' use of the internet.

USE OF MOBILE PHONES AND OTHER DEVICES

I want to remind students of our school rules about mobile phones at school.

The use of mobile telephones in the normal course of the day is not necessary and mobile phones should not routinely be
brought to school. If parents need to contact students at school, phoning the school on 67223777 is very quick and easy.
However, students may need to be in possession of a mobile phone at school, for example, if their parents or family consider
there are safety reasons to do so, such as when travelling to and from school. In such cases, students need to carry a note from
home stating the reason for the phone.

I am concerned that some students are using their phones inappropriately at school such as when they:

disrupt the learning environment or interfere with the operation of our school, for example, sending or receiving
messages in class,

threaten the safety or well being of any person, for example, using them to bully, intimidate or otherwise harass other
people through any SMS or text message,

are in breach of any law that can lead to being reported to police, for example, when photos or videos are taken without
permission,

are used to reflect badly on the name of our school or the school community, for example when scenes are placed on
internet sites such as "You Tube".

If mobile phones are used in these ways then our school rules will be followed. This means that students are to hand their
phones to a teacher when requested or take the phone immediately to the DP. The phone will then be placed in the school safe
for safe keeping until a parent can come to collect it.

Recently | have had reports from teachers and parents about students placing photos or film clearly showing our students and
our school on websites such as "You Tube". No student has permission from the Education Department or from me or from any
member of our school staff or any parent to do this. Students | have spoken with already have been warned that a repeat of this
behaviour can lead to placement on a level, or suspension and possible reporting to the police.

Students should also seriously consider the potentially dangerous situations in which they are placing themselves when they put
photos, names and addresses on the internet. Anyone can see this information and can use it in ways that threaten their safety.

If the problem of inappropriate use of mobiles cont inues, | will consider introducing a rule that requ ires all students to
hand in mobile phones to school staff at the beginn ing of the school day for collection when students go home.

| expect all students to show respect to each other, to all school staff and to follow all rules. However, for those students who
choose not to be responsible and to ignore our policies, then further disciplinary actions will be taken.

Note that the general rules about having a mobile phone at school also apply to ipods or discmans or any other device that can
record voice or film.
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School returns:

On Tuesday 29th January for teachers.

On Wednesday 30th January for Years 7 and 12.
On Thursday 31st January for Years 8, 9, 10 and 11.
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On Tuesday 29th January for teachers.

On Wednesday 30th January for Years 7 and 12.
On Thursday 31st January for Years 8, 9, 10 and 11.







YEAR 8's GREAT AUSSIE BUSH CAMP

A sizeable chunk of
the Year 8 cohort
ventured to Tea
Gardens for some
good, solid, physical
fun atThe Great
Aussie Bush Camp
between December 5
and 7. Kids climbed
rock walls, scaled
hlgh r_opes, .| Right.: Thomas Eade conquering the
experienced the thrillsock wall.
of zero-G on the gian
swing, swam, canoed and generally had a great time
learning that having fun is about learning howive |
life to the full.

Mr Eade, Mr Ellis, Mrs Gibson and Mr Kerridge wouikke to thank the kids for making the excursion a
pleasant and successful one. Now we need to $samipg for 2009’s Year 10 getaway!

Above Amy Hadley and Alisha
Baxter enjoying mud world.

=3

Above Karl Withers on the
high ropes.

Parents—Please Note

When purchasing new uniforms or shoes during thigléys, please remember the following:

Shoes should provide protection to the whole footna be made of leather or strong vinyl. Canvas slipn shoes, ballerina-
style shoes and sandals do not offer this protectiand are not to be worn. This is particularly impatant in practical-based
subjects as OH&S laws are enforced.

White socks are also to be worn with shoes.

The summer uniform does not include black shorts exapt on Wednesday for sport. If shorts are preferrd for girls, the
uniform does include the summer tartan in a skort.

The length of skirts/skorts and sports shorts is atsa concern. Modest length is required as we arec@-educational school
comprising of girls and boys.

Excessive jewellery, including long or large earring, is not to be worn.

Please support us in these requests so studentwadnsafety in classes and our good image in themédmmunity can be maintained.

Melanie’s Life on the Land An Apology

Presentation Night is a huge

Year 8's Melanie Dyer has ended a remarkable

music year with winning a national song writing
competition. The Australian Children’s Music
Foundation Song Writing Competition is open t
all students aged 12-18. Melanie won the Drought
section of this competition and won for herself
$750 and $750 for the school. Melanie’s winnin
songLife on the Landvas the song she perform
solo at the annual School Spectacular, held at the
Sydney Entertainment Centre before an audienfe
of 10,000 people in November.

Melanie will continue in the Talent Developmenl
Project in 2008/2009. She has had the opportufity
to work with industry professionals and develop
her performance skills. Melanie is to be
congratulated on her outstanding achievementq this
year.

undertaking that is organised and
run on top of the regular business of
teaching and learning that is the
core business of Inverell High
School. Sometimes regrettable
mistakes of omission are made. To
Year 8 students Melanie Dyer and
Kristen Farragher, we apologise for
failing to recognise their respective
efforts in Music this year on the
night.

Both Kristen and Melanie received
their awards at the formal assembly
held on Tuesday 18th December,
before more than 300 students and
staff.







