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Third term is often described as 
the ‘heads down’ term.  Certainly 
for Years 7, 8 and 9, it's 'business 
as usual' in the classroom.  

Year 10 students, apart from 
keeping focussed on their School 
Certificate goals, are involved in 
planning for Year 11.  Subject 
selection for the Higher School 
Certificate can be quite confusing 
with a new language such as 
'units, board endorsed, TVET", 
etc...  Parent and student 
information evenings certainly 
help to explain what is required, 
but please remember that the 
Year Advisers, Mrs Bloch and 
Mr Lyell and Careers Adviser, 
Mr Dal Santo are always 
available to assist.   

Year 11 students also need to 
keep focussed as they work 
towards completing Preliminary 
C o u r s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s . 
Unfortunately, a large minority 
of students have developed very 
poor attendance patterns.  When 
at school, many students are also 
putting in minimal effort.  
Students who do not meet Board 
of Studies requirements, 
includ ing working "with 
diligence and sustained effort', 
may have their positions declared 
vacant. 

Year 12 have nearly completed 
their Trial Exams and will then 
have a few weeks for polishing 
up on exam techniques and 
refining their understanding of 
course content.  It is very 
important that they continue to 
attend school as these final weeks 
can make a big difference in their 
final results.  You will have also 
received information about the 
various other events such as "the 
Formal". Please talk with your 
son or daughter about being 
sensible through these extra 
activities so they continue to 
bring credit to themselves and to 
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our school. 

Did you attend the "Arts on 
Display" evenings?  What an 
amazing range of talents, 
singing, dancing, instrumental 
performances.  My favourites 
(apart from all the performances 
where Inverell High School 
students were iinvolved) were 
the skipping group from 
Tenterfield and the combined 
Marimba Band from all the local 
small schools.   

As part of NAIDOC Week, we 
also held an Indigenous Students 
Awards evening.  It was great to 
see so many parents and families 
attend to join in congratulating 
those students who were 
formally recognised for their 
efforts and achievements in the 
classroom, on the sporting 
fields, or in showing leadership.  
A number of the students also 
participated in the town's 
NAIDOC Week activities and 
again, presented themselves as 
fine examples of young people 
who are prepared to participate 
in the opportunities available to 
them. 

Congratulations to Megan 
Lennon (recipient of the 
prestigious Minister's Award for 
Achievement), Phoebe Drake 
(regional winner of The Sydney 
Morning Herald, Young Writers 
Competition), the dancers who 
have been selected to perform at 
the State Dance Festival in 
September and at Schools 
Spectacular next term.  Selection 
in these state-wide events 
clearly demonstrates that 
Inverell High School is 
preparing its students to excel in 
many areas. 

Finally, I would like to mention 
the recent event when an armed 
intruder entered the school. The 
effective response of our staff 
and the general compliance of 

students with teachers' 
directions, ensured a safe 
outcome for all.  The police 
have congratulated us on our 
procedures and how staff and 
students responded. 

One disappointing part of the 
event was  that a number of 
students left the school 
grounds during the lockdown.  
Our procedures are that all 
students must remain in the 
designated areas until an 'all 
clear' is announced.   

I am very concerned that 
many students used their 
mobile phones to contact 
parents and spectators. Such 
actions put everyone at risk. 
Whereabouts of students are 
unknown if parents take them 
home. Unknown persons in 
the grounds can cause further 
confusion or threats to safety. 

Please support us by 
respecting and reinforcing our 
safety procedures with your 
children.    

Karen Roberts 

Coming  Events  

Monday 3/9/07 

National Literacy & Numeracy 
Week 

New England Zone Tennis 
Trials 

Yr 12 HSC Music 
Performance Night 7.00pm 

Welch Hall 

Tuesday 4/9/07 

Year 11going into Yr 12 
Parent/Teacher Night 

Friday 7/9/07 

Exo Day—Kamilaroi Oval 

Girls Day Out at TAFE 

Monday 10/9/07 

Yr 10 BOS Evening Flanders 
House 

Thursday 13/9/07 

State Dance Festival 
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The New England Regional Dance Festival was held at the end 
of last term at the Tamworth Regional Entertainment Centre. 
Schools from all over the New England region participated. The 
Festival runs from Wednesday to Saturday night with matinee 
concerts during the day as well as evening performances. This 
year, Inverell High School entered two dance groups and one 
solo item in the festival. Our first group, Rainone, made up of 18 
dancers from years 8, 9 and 10 performed on Friday evening and 
Saturday afternoon. Braveheart, our group of 9 dancers from 
years 8, 9, 10 and 12 performed on Saturday afternoon and 
evening. Rehearsal for the festival began in term one under the 
instruction of Laura Harmer King with Rebecca Ray assisting. 
These two talented dance teachers, from Craze Dance Academy, 
choreographed and taught both routines to our dancers during 

NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL DANCE FESTIVAL 
sport each Wednesday. Daisy Sonter-Kelso, as well as performing 
as a member of Braveheart, also beautifully performed a 
contemporary solo piece on Saturday. We congratulate all dancers 
on their wonderful performances at the festival. 

Bravehearts headed for Sydney 
Inverell High School dancers have been selected to perform at The 
State Dance Festival in Sydney. The nine members of our 
Braveheart dance group were selected after their recent 
performance at the New England Regional Dance Festival in 
Tamworth. The group will travel to Sydney and perform at the 
Seymour Centre in September. 

The Inverell High Senior team was successful in their debate against Macintyre at the end of last term but chose not to go on to the 
Inter Zone level because of their commitments in other areas.  There are two teams from Years 7 and 8 and both were successful 
against Narrabri.  Grace Cole, Georgia Liermann, Thomas Eade and Charlie Witherdin-Costigan debated whether cartoons were meant 
for children, arguing the affirmative.  Tori McGregor, Clare and Indi Angel Auld and Ned Skehan argued that sport was not given too 
much prominence.  The students enjoyed themselves and demonstrated an excellent ability to argue well using their general knowl-
edge. 

Recently Year 9 and 10 debaters, Georgie Reynolds, Callum Drake, Clare Kauter, Cassie Murray and Simon McCarthy, participated 
in the Premier’s Debating Challenge. They were successful in two debates before progressing through to the final series. Sadly, the 
team was defeated in the semi-final round placing them third overall in the region. 

Congratulations to all of our debaters for their effort and commitment. 
 

LEGACY PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION - INVERELL HIGH SUCCESS 

The school sent two representatives to compete at Bundarra in the Legacy Public Speaking Competition.  Indi Angel-Auld (Year 8) 
and Charlie Witherdin-Costigan (Year 7) were chosen after a competition was held within the school.  Competitors ranged from Year 7 
to Year 9 and included students from private and public schools.  Students were required to speak for 5 minutes with a prepared speech 
on their own choice of topic and then deliver a two minute impromptu.  Charlie was successful and now goes to the next level, the 
State Semi Final at Parliament House in Sydney on September 14th.  We wish him luck. 

DEBATING NEWS  
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Nicholas Monckton putting Blocker Roach’s coaching into action. 

SPORT REPORT 

VISIT BY STEVE “BLOCKER” ROACH—Ex-Australian Representative, 
NSW and Balmain player, Steve (Blocker) Roach, made a ‘flying’ visit to 
Inverell High School thanks to Tim Palmer (Inverell RSM Club).  Forty students 
enjoyed learning  new drills and interacting with an “icon” from their parents’ 
years. 

NORTH WEST CROSS COUNTRY—Congratulations to Clare Angel-Auld, 
Chris Bryant and Emily Williams who were selected in the NW Cross 
Country team to run at Eastern Creek at the beginning of this term. All three 
runners achieved very commendable results in their respective age groups. 

NORTH WEST ATHLETICS—27 of our students qualified for the Athletics 
Carnival held in Tamworth in week 2.  All athletes performed credibly with 
many of them finishing with third placings. Chris Bryant and Kiara McAvan 
were successful in their events and will now step up to the challenge of the 
CHS Carnival. 

RUGBY LEAGUE—Week one saw the 13’s and 15’s Rugby League teams 
travel to Tamworth for the Regional Finals of the Country Cup. The 15’s team scored wins against Gunnedah and Narrabri, but were 
defeated by Farrer. They were placed second in the region, an excellent effort. Nick Monckton was outstanding on the day and was well 
supported by James Anderson, Aaron McNamara and Blake Cleal. 

For the 13’s team, the highlight of the carnival was a draw with Farrer in their first match, with 4 tries being scored by both teams. The 
team was best led by Joel Dixon, with other standout players including Tijah Toomey, Sam Swain, Dylan Cleal, Poulden Boney and 
Matt Fox. In their two other games, the 13’s defeated Narrabri but lost to O’Connor, 6 tries to 5. Mr. Dal and the team are already 
looking forward to the Buckley Shield Competition in 2008. 

RUGBY UNION—Our Wiburd Shield team, after convincing wins against Narrabri and St. Mary’s of Gunnedah, played Farrer in the 
regional final of this competition. This game was a hard-fought contest with the home-side going down. Well done to the boys and their 
coach, Mr. McAuliffe for their good season. 

Congratulations to our Open Rugby Union side. After being defeated by St. Mary’s of Gunnedah in the Regional Final of the Yeates 
Shield,  the side had to recover quickly to play Grafton High School three days later, in the State quarterfinals. Although the team lost, 
Mr. Lyell is exceptionally proud of their efforts. Being placed in the top 8 teams in the state is a superb achievement. 

Still on Rugby, 4 of our junior boys attended the NW selections of the Lloyd McDermott competition. Congratulations to Tyronne 
Connors, Josh Blair, Corey Garrett and Elija Irving. 

SPORTING CLINICS—We have been lucky to have two sporting clinics this term. A number of interested junior boys were taken 
through a developmental session by the regional development officer for AFL and “Blocker” Roach put a large number of Rugby 
League players through their paces in a coaching session.  Thank you to Mr. Dal Santo and the Inverell RSM Club for this great 
opportunity.  Some  Year 8 – 10 boys have been busy honing their aerial skills for an AFL Carnival to be held on Tuesday 28th August.   

NETBALL—Our Girls 14 Years Netball participated in a Gala KO Day in Inverell last week. After many weeks of coaching by Mrs. 
Weatherall, as well as Stephanie Crouch and Tahnee Frater, the girls finally were able to put their skills into action. They were 
successful in defeating Warialda and Gunnedah, however, they lost their game to Duval High School. This placed them in the play-off 
for 3rd and 4th positions, a game in which they defeated Macintyre High by 46 to 11. Well done girls, you played well and displayed 
great sportsmanship on the day. A big thank you to Mrs. Weatherall, Stephanie and Tahnee and also to the following girls who umpired 
and ran the canteen on the day : Bec McLane, Anna Akhurst, Abbey Fox, Tanika Neville, Emma Corcoran, Lauren Watkins and to Mrs 
Jeffery who stood in for Mrs Weatherall on the day. 

BOWLS—Blaec Forsyth is currently in Dubbo for the State Lawn Bowls Championships. Blaec, a Year 9 student, will be playing 
against students three years older than him at these championships and he is sure to gain immeasurable experience from this event. 

GYMNASTICS—Well done to Skye and Jess Trevithick who attended the Rhythmical Gymnastics Competition in Sydney recently. 
Skye performed extremely well at Level 4 competition with a 3rd place in hoop and a final placing of 4th overall. Jessica was placed 6th 
overall in Level 3 competition and both girls received a silver medal for their team performances. These are excellent results for these 
two girls who spend a large amount of their free time training. 

BASKETBALL—Both our 15 Years Boys and Girls Basketball teams have bowed out of the State KO, the girls losing to Duval HS 
and the boys to Macintyre HS. 

Finally, good luck to all our students who are gearing up for semi-finals and finals in a number of sporting competitions including 
Netball, Soccer, Hockey, Minor League and Rugby Union. 
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CAREERS 
CAREERS EXPO: Years 10, 11 and 12 attended the recent Careers Expo, organised by the 
Inverell Shire Council.  It was a very worthwhile experience for the students.  A poster competition 
design (for the expo) was organised by Mr Partridge’s Design and Technology Class.  Emily 
Savage of Year 7 won the prize of $100 for her design.  Well done, Emily! 

YEAR 12: Year 12 students are busy studying, organising work, GAP years and University 
applications for 2008.  Early Entry to Southern Cross, UNE and Charles Sturt are due to Mr Dal 
Santo by the end of Week 8.  If you or your child have any questions, please don’t hesitate to make 
an appointment with  Mr Dal Santo.  UAC/QTAC applications are due on 28th September. 

RSA/RCG: Don’t forget the upcoming RSA/RSG course that is available to senior students  
to enable them to gain work hotel industry.  The course will be conducted at the RSM Club on 7th 
and 8th September from 9.00am—3.00pm. 

GIRLS DAY OUT—TAFE: On Friday, 31st August, Year 10 girls have the opportunity to 
have a “Taste of TAFE”.  The program gives the girls an outline of courses available. 

Careers Expo poster design recipient, Emily Savage receiving her 
cheque from Kim Petrie, Career Expo Organiser. 
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The theme for Book Week this year is 
“Readiscover” and we celebrated with displays 
and activities.  Students had the opportunity to 
browse the short listed books and to give 
opinions on winning books.  Teachers gave us 
some ideas on what they read as children—Enid 
Blyton proved very popular.  Other favourites 
were Biggles, Wind in the Willows, Charlie and 

LIBRARY NEWS 
The Chocolate Factory and Snugglepot 
and Cuddlepie.  Thank you to all the 
students who helped with displays, 
especially the Italian  Class.  Also, thank 
you to the staff who attended the morning 
tea. 


